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W hen Shamima Begum was 15, she 

and two other friends travelled to 

Syria, with the aim of joining the Islamic 

State terrorist group (ISIS), after being 

radicalised online and on social me-

dia. After arriving in Syria, she mar-

ried and gave birth to two children, both 

of whom died young. On 13 February 

2019, a journalist found Begum at a refu-

gee camp in Syria, where she re-

vealed that she wished to return home to 

give birth to her son.  

Her son was born 3 days after she was 

found. However, the UK government 

refused to allow her back into the coun-

try, and attempted to strip her of her citi-

zenship. The law prohibits this if it  would 

leave the individual stateless, but the UK 

government argued that she is eligible for 

Bangladeshi citizenship. Bangladesh has 

insisted that she would face the death 

penalty if she entered the country. Two 

weeks after this decision was taken, her 

son died of pneumonia.  

In July of 2020, the Court of Appeal 

ruled that Begum could return to the UK 

t o  c o n t e s t  t h e  g o v e r n -

mentõs decision. This February, the Su-

preme Court has reversed that decision, 

leaving Begum stranded and with-

out British citizenship. Human rights 

groups have criticised the deci-

sion, arguing that the decision leaves her 

stateless and without any legal options. 

Conservative politician David Davis also 

disagreed with the courtõs ruling, arguing 

that she should return to face trial, how-

ever the Home Secretary, Priti Patel, wel-

comed the ruling, saying that 

it reinforced national security. Begumõs 

case, of a radicalised, vulnerable teenager 

left to fend for herself, after los-

ing her three children, is a human 

rights and personal tragedy.  
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I  n light of the recent and tragic case of 

Sarah Everard, the 33-year-old market 

executive murdered by police officer 

Wayne Couzens in early March, and the 

shameful response of the Metropolitan 

Police in the matter, the responsibilities of 

the British police force have been called 

into scrutiny once more. This isnõt the first 

time that the Metõs conduct has been 

called into question these past few 

months, with the Black Lives Matter pro-

tests in the summer of last year providing 

the prime example. 

And despite the objections made by 

the current Metropolitan Police Commis-

sioner, Dame Cressida Dick, there has 

been an overwhelming amount of evi-

dence brandished against the Met which 

only seems to fuel this anti-policing rheto-

ric. This evidence is typically concerned 

with exposing the policeõs treatment of 

black or Asian minorities - including sta-

tistics showing that black people are twice 

as likely to die in police custody than 

white people, and that tasers are four 

times as likely to be used against black 

people than white ñ but the recent Met 

response to the vigils enacted in remem-

brance of Sarah Everardõs death shows 

that this is clearly much more than a racial 

problem. 

One such vigil being held on Clapham 

Common was of particular interest to the 

media, as it saw police officers forcibly 

breaking up the crowd and arresting sever-

al attendees. According to the officers in-

volved, this was because of breaches to the 

Coronavirus Act 2020, although it is likely 

that this isnõt the entire story, as the police 

have been more than willing to turn a 

blind eye against similar breaches of the 
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