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W hen ShamimaBegumwas 15, she
and two other friends travelled to
Syria, with the aim of joining the Islamic
State terrorist group (ISIS), after being
radicalised online and on social me-
dia. After arriving in Syria, she mar-
ried and gave birth to twochildren, both
of whom died young. On 13 February
2019, a journalist found Begum at a refu-
gee camp in Syria, where she re-
vealedthat she wished to return home to
give birth to her son.

Her son was born 3 days after she was
found. However, the UK government
refused to allow her back into the coun-
try, and attempted to strip her of her citi-
zenship. The lawprohibits this if it would
leave the individual stateless, but the UK
government argued that she is eligible for
Bangladeshi citizenship.Bangladesh has
insisted that she would face the death
penalty if she entered the countryTwo
weeks after this decision was taken, her
son died ofpneumonia.

In July of 2020, the Court of Appeal
ruled that Begum could return to the UK
to contest the govern-
me n tdécsion. This February, the Su-
preme Court has reversed that decision,

response to the vigils enacted in remem-leaving Begum stranded and with-
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groups have criticised the deci-
sion, arguing that the decision leaves her
stateless andwithout any legal options.
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